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CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PBOR, EALR, LT, SF (TRANSKEI) 

SUBJECT: TELE BRIDGE BORDER POST 

REP: MASERU 0603, 

1. SUMMARY. EMBOPFS VISITED TELE BRIDGE BORDER POST (LEADING TO 
HERSCHEL AREA OP TRANSKEI) ON MARCH 13 AND FOUND THAT GOODS WERE 
CROSSING THE BORDER, BUT NO CITIZENS OF LESOTHO WERE CROSSING. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. EMBOPFS SPENT ABOUT ONE AND A HALF HOURS IN TELE BRIDGE BORDER 
POST AREA ON MARCH 13. DURING THAT TIME FOUR VEHICLES AND THREE 
PEDESTRIANS CROSSED THE LESOTHO-TRANSKEI BORDER. THE VEHICLES 
HAD SOUTH AFRICAN OR TRANSKEI AN PLATES AND THE PEDESTRIANS HAD 
SOUTH AFRICAN OR TRANSKEIAN TRAVEL DOCUMENTS. ONE MOSOTHO 
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(CITIZEN OF LESOTHO) CROSSED THE BRIDGE TO TURN IN A VISA 
APPLICATION AT THE TRANSKEI BORDER POST. HE DID NOT TURN IN HIS 
PASSPORT, BUT SHOWED IT TO THE OFPICER. 

3. ON TALKING TO IMMIGRATION OFFICERS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER, 

IT WAS CONFIRMED THAT NO BASOTHO HAD CROSSED THE BORDER SINCE 
FEBRUARY 17 AND NO VISAS FOR THE TRANSKEI HAD YET BEEN RECEIVED 
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BY BASOTHO APPLICANTS. GOL'S PASSPORT CONTROL OFFICER APPEARED 
TO ALLOW BASOTHO TO APPLY FOR TRANSKEI VISAS, EVEN THOUGH GOL 
WISHES TO DISCOURAGE THIS. ONE SHOPKEEPER IN THE AREA TOLD EMBOEFS 
THAT HE WANTED TO APPLY FOR A VISA BUT GOL DID NOT ALLOW IT SO HE 
COULDN'T. HE WAS UNAWARE THAT HE WOULD NOT BE STOPPED BY GOL 
OFEICIALS AT THE BORDER. 

4. SHOPS IN THE TELE BRIDGE AREA SEEMED VERY WELL STOCKED. 
SHOPKEEPERS SAID THEY WERE OBTAINED GOODS EITHER EROM ZASTRON 
(SOUTH AERICA) VIA MOH ALE'S HOEK, OR BY CALLING IN ORDERS WHICH 
WERE THEN DELIVERED TO THE BRIDGE BORDER POST FOR THEM TO PICK 
UP. EMBOEFS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO OBSERVE A BAKERY TRUCK WITH 
TRANSKEI PLATES CROSS THE BORDER, WHERE THE DRIVER AND ASSISTANT 
LEET A CUSTOMS FORM AND THEIR TRAVEL DOCUMENTS (THEY WERE GIVEN 
A LARGE IMMIGRATION CARD TO CARRY WITH THEM AND TURN IN ON 
DEPARTURE IN EXCHANGE FOR WHICH THEIR TRAVEL DOCUMENTS WOULD BE 
RETURNED.) ONCE OUT OE SIGHT OF THE BORDER POST, THE TRUCK 
STOPPED AND A YOUNG MAN WITH A TRUNK GOT OUT OF THE BACK. THE 
TRUCK APPEARED TO BE CARRYING A DOZEN CARTONS AND A NUMBER OF 
COLLAPSED CARTONS - IT WAS NEARLY EMPTY. EMBOFES WERE UNABLE TO 
TALK TO THE YOUNG MAN TO LEARN HIS STORY, BUT IT WOULD APPEAR 
THAT SOME ILLEGAL BORDER CROSSINGS ARE TAKING PLACE. 

5. COMMENT: TELE BRIDGE IS CLOSE ENOUGH TO MOH ALE'S HOEK NOT 
TO FEEL THE PINCH OF THE NEW TRANSKEI VISA REQUIREMENTS TOO 
SEVERELY. HOWEVER, GOODS REACHING THE TELE BRIDGE-QUTHING 
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AREA VIA MOHALE'S HOEK MAY BE SLIGHTLY MORE EXPENSIVE DUE TO 
INCREASED TRANSPORT COSTS. PEOPLE IN THE AREA SEEMED ONLY MILDLY 
IRRITATED BY BORDER PROBLEMS. END COMMENT. 

STOKES 
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